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PRESS RELEASE August 10, 1963

Dara N. Khurody, Tribhuvandas K. Patel and Verghese Kurien, who
led in developing and operating the Bombay milk scheme, have been elee-
ted to share the 1963 Ramon Magsaysay Award for Community Leadership.

The Board of Trustees recognizes these three men for creative co-
ordination of govermment and private cooperative enterprise that has
improved the supply of an essential food and sanitation in one of Asia's
largest and most crowded urban complexes and raised living standards
among village producers.

In the predominantly vegetarian diet of South India, milk provides
protein and cocking fat called ghes. For centuries families kept their
own milch cattle, usually buffalo. As CGreater Bombay's population ex-
panded beyond the island city to over three million there was little
room for the cattle. Crowded into unsanitary stables in congested re-
sidential areas, mamy animals died for lack of grazing or other feed.
Milk producers began to over-charge for milk, often contaminated and
adulterated, and in ever decreasing supply.

D. N. Khrody began in the early 1940's to evolve the scheme that
today is revolutionizing the processing and marketing of milk in Bombay.
Now Dairy Commissioner and Joint Secretary to Maharashtra State, he was
then Milk Commissioner of Bombay City. In that capacity he argued per-
suasively for Govermment support and carried to implementation in
1949 the Aarey Milk Colony. Located 20 miles north of Bombay City,
this largest dairy establishment in Asie is a combination of model
dairy farms and milk pasteurization plant. It distributes clean milk
of controlled guality and*prine to about one and one-half million city
dwellers and over 300 hospitals and institutions. Alse purchased from
Aarey by the Bombay Municipality is the milk issued free daily to
some 72,000 undernourished school children.
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have been saved from starvation or slaughter. A second plant
Worli which began operation in 1962 is designed to service
Imilarly the other one-half of Bombay's population.
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- The Anand Milk Producers' Cecoperative was encouraged by the then
Bombey State Government, which contracted for its entire supply of

pasty g milk at stable and premiun prices. Veterinary amd teclmical
ald was extended to villagers and the Public Works Department bullt

Tew roads to facilitate collection of milk from cut-lying villages.
"'_',]', supplies of milk became available these were distributed
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through the facilities of the Aarey Milk Colony.
- li-d:l'.'_r season milk production at Anand increased to meet the re-
r mta of the Aarey Colomy, this left z surplus during the more
eoductive winter months. To absorb this surplus the Kaira Cooperative
n ‘built a processing plant with genercus financial assistance

 the Bombay Govermment. Assistance also ceme from UNICEF, Mew

'mdur the Colonbo Plan and several other foreign countries.




 plant was the Firct in India to produce milk powder, céndensed
nd. Ml powdered milk for babies. It is the first in the world
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These advances have raised the quality of the dairy industry as

er-cwners under tutelage of their Union leaders gredually aceept
deas of feeding and caring for cattle and handling milk, Despite

h payments for milk delivered to the 'I.hﬂm. however, resis-
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qnug conservative villagors.

!ﬂmaﬂuhﬁmmhm Khurody, Patel and

m today arc asked to help initiate similar agencies elsewhere in

: Hﬂh- H!i'fﬂl“l_:l have becoma a model of accomplishment by ]I'Hlnt

d joining of govermment concern with the copabilitics and

of ordinary fermers.
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A Brief Biography of
TRIBHUVANDAS K. PATEL,

1963 Ramon Magsaysay Awardee for
COMMUNLTY LEADERSHIP
(together with Dara N. Khurody and
Verghese Kurien)

Born on Ootober 22, 1903 in Anand, Bombay State (now in Gujarat),
Shri Tribhuvandas K. Patel was reared in the Gandhian tradition of com-
bining politics with social work. As a young man he followed the lead
of Mchandas K. Gandhi and Vallabhai Patel, participating in a mumber of
eivil disobedience movements which led to terms of imprisomment in
1930, 1935 and 1942,

Onder guidance of the late Vallabhai Patel, his work with the
villagers of Anand has been his major lifetime concern. He was cne of
the prominent organizers of the Harijan Sevak Sangh, an organization
concerned with sending the childrem of former Untouchables to school,
providing them with books and clothing, and breaking the sccisl barriers
between Harijeans and higher castes. He was also ome of the organizers
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purchases cloth and other Enmuﬁitinn from factories for sale in the
Kaira District.

For his family's livelihood and to provide for the college sduca-
tion of his six sons and one daughter he has run the Deshbandhoo Print-
ing Press with his left hand, 80 to speak, meanwhile giving his right
hand and his heart to these and other ventures for community benefit.

He presently also heads the Kaira District Tobaceo Market Commit-
tee in Anand, the abovementioned Purchase and Sale Union and the Anand
Taluks Agricultural Produce Market:Comittee, in Nadiad the Lokbandhu
Sahakari Prakashan, Ltd. and the Kaira District Cooperative Tand Mort-
gage Bank, Ltd., the Anand-Borsad Shremjivi Sahokari Society and the
Gujarat State Cooperative Marketing Society.

As a member of the management boards he serves the Kaira District
Central Cooperative Bank, Ltd. and the Kaira District Purchase and
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...I the Gujarat State Cooperative Bank in Ahmedabad
¢ State Cooperative Land Mortgage Bank, Ltd. in Bombay.

important contributicn has been the founding of
ot Cooperative Milk Producers' Union, Ltd. which pro-
surchased from local village producers for distribution to

| now sells other dairy products under the trade name AMIL
India. He began this Union in 1947, Patel relates, with

g of Vallabhai Patel and the inspirstion of the recently
Union Finance Minister, Morerji Desai. Tribhuvandae Patel
first President and has been successively redlected despite

5 to be allowed to retire.

‘ekill in organizetional work and his capacity for positive com-
Congress Perty to elect him in 1962 to Presidentship
jtate jarty organization. Although the Kaira Union's AMUL
'}n:l.'l.ti‘.cul asset to the Congress Party because of Tribhuvan-
;.‘I_'-* role, he has shown courage and & high sense of inte-
in fighting off pressures in an effort to provide the technical
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'_-' ‘Dairv complete freedom to run an operation which has been

profiteble for the people of the District. Amcng the political

i instilled a sense of mission reminiscent of the Candhian
poerned with the humanitarian aspect of providing safe and cheap
.'_',.-'- encouraged then to find ways of financing more free milk
hool children. His promotion of the well-being of all classes and
| with the District has endeared him to the villagers. Then in
jase of the Kaira Milk Producers' Union he has with tact. diplomacy,

capacity for hard work ““ed in bringing together the gradually

jing participaticn of villagers, the social-mindedness of the
-:_L gress workers, and the technical skills of the Dairy staff
he recruitec.
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